Gallipoli Centenary Peace Campaign
Peace Park Proposal

Attachments

1. Original Signage in Ashbury’s Peace Park




2. Peace & Reconciliation Petition (currently being circulated)

PEACE PARK PETITION

To the Mayor and Councillors of Marrickville Council.
We, the undersigned petitioners, honour and respect all Australians who have died and suffered in war.

As well as using the Gallipoli Centenary 2015 as an opportunity to commemorate all Marrickville residents who
lost their lives in the service of their country, we also believe it is important to use the commemoration as an
opportunity to reflect on other aspects of Australia’s involvement in armed conflict.

In particular, we believe that the Gallipoli Centenary commemoration should be more inclusive by not only
acknowledging the impact that war has had on service men and women, but by also recognising the impact
war has had on:

e  Their families, both during and after the cessation of hostilities;

e Advocates of non-violent methods of resolving conflict;

e Those who opposed the war as conscientious objectors.

It is also an opportunity to reflect on the colonisation of Australia by Europeans, the resistance and
dispossession of the Aboriginal people and the lasting effects of that process.

We, the undersigned petitioners, therefore call upon Marrickville Council to designate the Richardson’s
Lookout precinct in The Warren as a Peace Park.

Such a Peace Park would not only evoke the conflicts of the past -— The Warren being a military encampment
during World War 1 — but it would also symbolise the ongoing endeavours of those who seek alternatives to
violence as a means of resolving conflict within and between nations.

Name (please print) Address (please print) Signature

Please return all signed petitions to Gallipoli Centenary Peace Campaign,
1 Bruce Street, Marrickville NSW 2204, Tel (02) 9559 3406



3. Background Notes on the Proposal for a Peace Park

Proposal for a Peace and Reconciliation Park at Richardson’s Lookout
~ Background Notes -~

Several local organisations and individuals have recently come together to form the Gallipoli
Centenary Peace Campaign (GCPC). The campaign aims to widen the public discourse, at both the
local and national level, about Australia’s identity and the place of war in our past and future. The
local organisations initially involved in this campaign include Marrickville Peace Group, Marrickville
Residents for Reconciliation, Pax Christi, and Marrickville Greens.

As well as using the Gallipoli Centenary 2015 as an opportunity to commemorate all Australians,

including Marrickville residents, who lost their lives or were wounded in the Dardenelles, it is also an

opportunity to reflect on other aspects of Australia’s involvement in WW1, such as:

e The impact of war on the families of servicemen and women and their communities;

e  The plight of returned servicemen and women who were damaged psychologically and/or
physically by war;

e The defeat of the conscription referenda and the deep political and social divisions at home
caused by the war;

e Those who were accused of ‘disloyalty’ for opposing the war such as peace activists who
advocated non-violent methods of resolving conflict together with conscientious objectors.

With respect to wars more generally, it is also an opportunity to reflect on Australia’s frontier wars,
the dispossession of the Aboriginal people and the lasting effects of that process.

Rationale for a Peace and Reconciliation Park

GCPC believes that the establishment of a Peace and Reconciliation Park will serve to honour the
memory of all those who lost their lives in past wars in the best way possible, that is by focusing on
the causes of war and how the risk of future wars involving Australians may be diminished. As Peter
Underwood, Governor of Tasmania has said, “all our remembrances and honours are meaningless
unless we also vow to become resolute about peace because that is what those whom we
remember and honour on (Anzac Day) thought they were dying for.” It is GCPC’s belief that the
establishment of a Peace and Reconciliation Park will help us become more resolute about peace in
the future.

Possible Locations for a Peace and Reconciliation Park

There are at least two sites in Marrickville which have an association with Australia’s wars and which
could provide locations for peace memorials.

The first site is the Addison Road Community Centre that served as an army barracks from WW1 to
the Vietnam War.

The second site is Richardson’s Lookout. This site is well known for its Aboriginal, military and local
heritage. The site was part of the land inhabited by the Cadigal people for many thousands of years
and is said to have been a significant vantage point for the local Aboriginal people providing views to
Botany Bay and of the Cooks River catchment.

Following European settlement, Richardson’s Outlook was part of a parcel of land first granted in
1799 to Thomas Moore who used local timber to build boats for the colony. Later, in 1830, the




estate was purchased by Dr Robert Wardell, a barrister, who expanded his landholding to 2000 acres
to include most of today's Petersham, Dulwich Hill and Marrickville, from Parramatta Road to the
Cooks River.

In 1859, after the sub-division of Wardell’s estate, a wealthy businessman, Thomas Holt, purchased a
parcel of land comprising 130 acres which he subsequently called ‘The Warren’. Holt’s home, a
'Victorian Gothic' mansion, was built around 1866.

Holt returned to England in 1883 and died in 1888. Following his death, the estate was gradually
sub-divided but the mansion remained part of a 12 acre block and was acquired by the Catholic
Church. Between 1886 and 1903, The Warren accommodated a French order of Carmelite nuns.

The site’s military history is linked to The Warren. During WW1, The Warren was used by the army
as an artillery encampment. In 1919 The Warren’s mansion was demolished and the land sub-
divided for a housing estate for returned soldiers. It is this precinct’s military history that makes it a
fitting location for a memorial to Marrickville’s connection with WW1.

In recent times, Richardson’s Lookout has also been the setting for Sorry Day events, organised by
Marrickville Residents for Reconciliation, and it is a site for the Aboriginal Interpretative signage and
Story Poles project developed jointly by Marrickville Aboriginal Consultative Committee and
Marrickville Council in 2013. It is called ‘Looking Out’ and features the ‘Sea of Hands’ imagery
initiated by ANTAR (Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation) as a symbol of Indigenous and
non-Indigenous Australians joining hands and working together towards reconciliation.

Designating Richardson’s Outlook as a Peace and Reconciliation Park

GCPC is intending to call upon Marrickville Council to designate Richardson’s Lookout as a Peace and
Reconciliation Park. Such a designation would not replace the current name of the site but would
build upon the pre and post-European settlement history of Richardson’s Lookout.

Currently there is no signage to indicate the name of this area or the origin and significance of the
surviving entrance columns from The Warren. Appropriate signage could highlight the various
stages in the history of the site and could call to mind the conflicts of the past and acknowledge the
ongoing efforts by many to put forward alternatives to violence as a means of resolving conflict.

In addition, the revegetated natural land between the lookout and the river calls to mind the original
state of this land before colonisation and is testimony to the ongoing efforts of local Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people, supported by Marrickville Council, to live in harmony with the Land and with
each other - a foretaste of the peaceful future for which we are striving.

May 2014
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4. Extract on the History of Richardson’s Outlook

Parks, Gardens and Pubs 165

Richardsons Lookout includes
2 stone pillars, all that remains
of Thomas Holt's estate, The
Warren, which was formerly
on this site (phowgraph, 1988,

Neil Billington)

house. At the time of its demolition it had a new facade and had been extensively altered,
although the original doors, windows, and staircase were intact. The original entrance
steps and gates also remained. The surrounding block was heavily planted with trees and
included a sculptured garden and a water fountain pond.

Montague Gardens had been built in the early 1870s by William H. Paling, who called  see volume 1, p. 159.
it Woerden after his birthplace in the Netherlands. Woerden was occupied by a number of
owners including Francis Crago, owner of the Federal Flour Mill in Gladstone Street,  scevolume 1, pp. 1767.
Newtown. From 1903 till the late 1930s the house was owned by John E Rofe. The Rofe
family were prominent residents of Petersham. Alfred Rofe was an alderman and mayor
of Petersham Municipal Council.

Woerden was a late Victorian 2-storeyed brick villa and the original site extended
from Cambridge to Cavendish streets and was bounded by Merchant Street. There were
separate servants’ quarters and stables. The property was subdivided in September 1902,
with 12 building sites along the Cavendish Street frontage. The mansion was offered for
sale as one lot and this lot is the site of the park, Montague Gardens. A few years after the
demolition of the mansion, the former entrance gates were discovered installed on the
property of a Bowral bank manager. Strenuous efforts were made to recover this property
in the early 1980s, some aldermen claiming that they belonged to the municipality, but
the attempt to recover the gates was unsuccessful.

Morton Park, Petersham was created on a site which was formerly Goodlet’s brick
pit. The park was named after a former mayor of Marrickville, H. J. Morton. See volume 1, p. 199.

Richardsons Lookout, The Warren is both the name of a small park and of a lookout,

a natural rock outcrop, which contains fine views of the Cooks River. The park,

originally known simply as the Lookout Reserve, was established in 1919 when the

government resumed The Warren estate and built a housing estate for returned soldiers.

It was renamed Richardsons Lookout on 4 May 1936 in honour of Warren Cook

Richardson, a Marrickville alderman who had led a campaign to clean up the park, thena  see volume 1, p. 103.
popular area for dumped rubbish.

Located within the park are 2 pillars, originally entrance pillars to, and all that

See volume 1, appendix 2.



5. 1883 Map of Marrickville

The Warren can be located in the map below in the South Ward directly above the word ‘River’.
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